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POLICE POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES (COMMONWEALTH GAMES) 
AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (4.19 pm): In supporting the Police Powers and 
Responsibilities (Commonwealth Games) Amendment Bill 2017, I would like to reflect briefly on the 
comments that were made by the Minister for Police in his second reading speech about what happened 
yesterday in Manchester in the United Kingdom. It is a sad fact that bills like this one, which will give 
the police additional powers to keep the public and visitors to our country safe, are necessary. 

Although we wish we did not have to have bills like this that are designed for public safety, the 
recent events in the UK and in Manchester, which are very sad, as well as other events around the 
world really show that terrorism and dangerous events can happen anytime, anywhere. It is a very 
sobering thought, but I know that the committee would have had all of that in mind when recommending 
that the additional powers in the bill be put into the laws of this state.  

The main reason I think we should support this bill is that the additional powers the bill is giving 
to police will lapse immediately following the conclusion of the Commonwealth Games. There is no 
doubt it is going to be a big event. There will be many visitors to the Gold Coast and many other visitors 
to other parts of Queensland and Australia as well. The eyes of the world—at least the eyes of many of 
the Commonwealth countries—will be on Queensland during those games. We do not want the Gold 
Coast to become synonymous with horrific terrorist events. We need to face the fact that, unfortunately, 
that is a possibility in the present global environment in which we live. We do not want that to happen. 
We want the games to be a success not just from an organisational point of view but also from a sporting 
point of view for Australia and for our own Queensland athletes.  

In particular, I would like to call out a young athlete from Beaudesert who is hopefully on her way 
to the Commonwealth Games, Riley Day. Riley is a terrific young sprinter who recently broke Cathy 
Freeman’s under-18 200-metre record. She can run. I hope that Riley does make it into the 
Commonwealth Games team. She obviously has not quite got there yet, but she is a great young talent. 
We have a lot of great young sporting talent from Beaudesert—and have had over the years as well. I 
digress into the sporting realm. We hope we have great sporting success but, most of all, we want it to 
be a safe event and a fun event, and that is what this bill is all about. 

Some concerns were raised by stakeholders about the provisions in the bill, in particular by the 
Queensland Law Society and the Queensland Council for Civil Liberties. This was picked up in the 
report. Primarily, the Queensland Council for Civil Liberties was worried about the arbitrary use of 
powers; the potential for targeting of particular groups; and the need for reporting, recording and 
transparency. They were also worried about protecting the residents’ freedom of movement and 
minimising inconvenience due to the games and associated activities. They also said in their submission 
that the risk of abuse of these powers by police was significant.  

I could not disagree more with that assertion from the Queensland Council for Civil Liberties. Our 
police are very professional people. Every day they work according to standards and codes. They know 
how they need to conduct themselves. I would say the fact that they have been given additional powers 
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through this law for a particular event will not change in one way how they do their policing: keeping us 
all safe according to the high standards that they are held to at any other time of the year. I have to 
disagree very vigorously with those assertions from the Queensland Council for Civil Liberties. As I just 
said, all of the concerns they have raised need to be outweighed—and are outweighed—by the fact 
that we need to keep the games safe. When we give more powers to police it is always a balancing act 
between the freedom of people to do what they want and to move around without being hindered by 
authorities and the need to protect people. However, these powers have a limited time frame; they are 
just for the games. I do not know who wrote the submission from the Council for Civil Liberties or in 
what realm they are operating, but I think they are way wide of the mark in criticising these powers that 
will be available for this limited amount of time.  

As stated in the report, the Council for Civil Liberties also recommend that the increased police 
powers should be widely publicised and residents in the zones should be directly alerted to the 
increased police powers and their rights within the zones in advance of the powers taking effect. When 
we are talking about the actual games precinct, I think people who go to major events like the 
Commonwealth Games, the Olympics and other such events expect there to be heightened security. 
They expect there to be more bag and other searches, more checks and the ability for security to 
undertake activities which they would not do on a day-to-day basis. It is just expected because of the 
world in which we now live. Making that sort of submission does not reflect the reality of the environment 
we are living in today.  

Whilst this bill is supported by the opposition, it only applies to designated zones around the 
Commonwealth Games. There are other threats on the Gold Coast. In particular, the re-emergence of 
criminal motorcycle gangs does present a threat to the security situation on the Gold Coast. While we 
support this bill, a government bill, it is very disappointing that in other bits of legislation the strong 
security laws that were put in place by the former government have been watered down. We are very 
disappointed that they have been watered down and the bikies will be allowed to re-emerge on the Gold 
Coast through those pieces of legislation. However, we support this bill. The bill will be supported by 
the opposition. 

 


